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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to describe the status of public sports in the
thought of the Supreme Leader of the Revolution and to present this enlightenment to
the country's management community in order to apply, promote and implement his
guidelines in Islamic society. This qualitative study was conducted using the content
analysis method. Moreover, according to the nature of the study, the statistical
population was remarks of the Supreme Leader of the Revolution. The data were
obtained from a collection of Khamenei's statements on the website of the Office of the
Supreme Leader. The data were analyzed using Maxqdal0 software and coding method.
Finally, the charts were plotted using Mind Mapper 2012 software. Internal consistency
was used to confirm the findings and results with the research goals. This validity was
confirmed by two professors of sports science, and Cohen’s Kappa coefficient was used
to determine the reliability or confirmation of the analysis method. This coefficient was
0.8. The results showed that the data obtained from the analysis of the statements of the
Supreme Leader could be classified into eight main categories including health,
organizational, social, strategic, spiritual, provincial, governmental and heroic ones.
Therefore, considering the status of Velayat-e Fagih as a theorist of the Islamic
Revolution, it is appropriate to use the intellectual system of Imam Khamenei to
formulate strategies and perspectives for public sports.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Today, the effects of the spread of sports among nations are very important [1]
and it is mentioned as an individual and group opportunity for sections of
society [2]. Accordingly, in recent years in various countries there has been a
great deal of interest at the national level to design and implement policies,
strategies and programs to promote physical activity [3] Therefore, the
development of sports should be considered a national mission [4]. According
to most sports experts, Public sport is an emerging concept for everyone is, but
should be known [5]. Public sport or sport for all is an important part of sports in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is closely related to community health and
vitality [6]. On the other hand, its effects on the macro-politics of society, health
and well-being, social relationships, education, prevention of many social and
moral corruptions, development of children and adolescents, and their present
and future health are obvious [7]. Accordingly, the Supreme Leader of the
Revolution, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has made numerous remarks about public
sport. Therefore, the purpose of the present study was to describe the status of
public sports in the thought of the Supreme Leader of the Revolution and to
present this enlightenment to the country's management community in order to
apply, promote and implement his guidelines in Islamic society.

Methodology

This applied qualitative study was conducted using content analysis in which
three qualitative, hidden and inductive content analytical approaches were used.
Based on the nature of the current study, the statistical population was remarks
of the Supreme Leader of the Revolution.

All of his remarks were purposely selected based on their relevance to the
problem and the aims of the research. To obtain the information needed for the
present study, all of his speeches about public sports were collected. To do so,
the data required for this research were obtained from all expressions (audio,
visual, text) during 1989-2019. In qualitative research after selecting the unit of
analysis, the researcher combines the data to identify open-source code, and then
combines it with another open-source [8]. Moreover, the data were analyzed
using Maxqdal0 software and coding method. Finally, the charts were plotted
using Mind Mapper 2012 software. Internal consistency was used to confirm the
findings and results with the research goals. This validity was confirmed by two
professors of sports science, and Cohen’s Kappa coefficient was used to
determine the reliability or confirmation of the analysis method.
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Results

In the area of descriptive statistics, analysis of the research data revealed 478
open codes and 34 axial codes (Sport for all means general physical health,
mental vitality and psychological well-being in the shadow of general sport,
prevention and management of sports offenses, need for jihad management in
public sport, Priority of public sports over championship sports, creation of
spaces and cultural sports venues in the country, health and vitality, need for
development of Islamic community, need for organized activities to promote
national sports, need for
revival and expansion of indigenous-local sports and Iranian-Islamic sports,
forces in Iranian sports responsibility, the double effort of patience and
confidence of sports officials in promoting public sports, the optimal use of
natural resources for sports for all, sports for all is a tool for the constant
rejuvenation of society, the abolition of social anomalies, and strengthening
family institutions through sports for all, acceptance of sports for all as a
necessity of life by the public, attention of students to sports for all, sports for all
movement in youth, necessity of education of women in the country, sustainable
capital sports in life, enrichment of youth leisure through public sports,
scientification and innovation in the field of sports science, relationship between
sports and spirituality, Imam Khomeini's commitment to sports, Revolutionary
leader of the patronage revolution and representative of mass sports, leader of
the patronage revolution and representative of mass sports, Islamic Revolution
in support of championship sports, exercise of the important theme of the
Islamic Revolution (in words), Sports talents of the national wealth of the
Islamic Revolution, value of sports in the Islamic Revolution (in practice), value
of the Islamic Revolution for the hero athletes, revolutionary leader patron of
championship sports, championship sports underlying all sports, sports heroes
promote public sports, promote the development of sports of public duty sports
heroes). Moreover, the data could be classified into eight main categories
including health, organizational, social, strategic, spiritual, provincial,
governmental and heroic ones. Therefore, considering the status of Velayat-e
Fagih as a theorist of the Islamic Revolution, it is appropriate to use the
intellectual system of Imam Khamenei to formulate strategies and perspectives
for public sports.

Discussion
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The supreme leader, despite the various aspects of sports, cites sports as the core
of physical development and mentions public sports as the carrier of community
health, indicating that the issue of public health is one of the most important
concerns. The Supreme Leader of health and vitality through public sports has
called for the development of Islamic society. Therefore, paying attention to
public sports and its development is one of the necessities for the
implementation of the Islamic-lranian model of progress. Interpreting his
remarks, it can be seen that they consider the creation of sports facilities and
facilities for disadvantaged areas and students as one of the most important
necessities for the provision of sports facilities for the women of the country.

Keywords: Public Sport, Supreme Revolutionary Leader, Islamic Revolution
discourse, Content analysis
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