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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to investigate and compare the approaches to
selecting and employing initial primary school physical education and sports teachers in
Iran with the US, England, Japan, and Malaysia. The study is a qualitative-applied
research and based on an adaptive approach. The collection of data is through searching
library documents, global networks, scientific reports, and articles. This study used
Beredy’s pattern that includes the four stages of description, interpretation, juxtaposition,
and comparison. The results showed that in the United States, England, Japan, and
Malaysia, the training of initial school teachers in physical education is done at colleges,
universities, educational centers, and social and private institutions. While in Iran,
Farhangian University is responsible for training. Obtaining a teaching qualification
certificate in Iran is required that Iranian PE teacher students be committed to service and
they will be employed by the government, while it is not common in other countries. The
salaries of teachers in the United States, England, Japan, and Malaysia are better than other
government employees, while in Iran they are not. In general, Iranian teachers in the field
of salaries and wages face major challenges and problems. The suggested solutions consist
of considering different paths for the training of initial physical education teachers,
explaining the processes of awarding teaching qualification certificates, paying more
attention to teaching skills and evaluations in real conditions, upgrading the hardware and
software facilities for initial teachers, improving the economic and living conditions of
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teachers, and benefiting from the permanent employment of initial school teachers and the
boarding conditions of Farhangian University as an opportunity.

Keywords: Selection, Employment, Comparative Study, Primary School Physical
Education Teacher

Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Physical education is a long-standing tradition, and as an educational medium, it
is growing with human needs. Physical education teachers, as one of the key
elements of education, facilitate achieving the goals of educational systems. There
is a comprehensive international consensus that "the quality of an education
system cannot exceed the quality of its teachers and administrators (1). It should
be mentioned that this article does not intend to examine how a physical education
teacher is trained or how he/she teaches. In an era of high professional standards
and regulations, this article seeks a comparative analysis of selected approaches
and requirements for employing an initial PE teacher in large-scale units in order
to benefit from the experiences of other educational systems. Teachers today are
required to know and do things that their predecessors were not. They must
prepare all their students to achieve the highest level of learning in the history of
education. This is done by employing volunteers through a preferred selection
process. This selection process is a series of operations that, after finding the
workforce needed by the organization, draws their attention to the organization
and its employment. This series of operations includes selection and employment
(2). Undoubtedly, these steps are the most important steps in the teacher education
process. According to Haslebin, strategic and economic advantages in the future
will go to organizations which can attract, train and maintain the best and brightest
individuals better than others in the labor market (3). Accordingly, today the
challenge of organizations has been the selection, recruitment and maintenance of
human capital.

The purpose of this study is to investigate and compare the methods, requirements,
recruitment and employment of initial physical education and sports teachers in
Iran and the selected countries using a comparative approach: Which
institution/institutions are responsible for teacher training? What are the paths to
attract and hire an hnitial physical education teacher and what are the
requirements?
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Methodology

The study is qualitative-applied research and is based on an adaptive approach
(4). The countries of the United States, England, Japan, Malaysia, and Iran were
selected purposely as representatives of the three continents of America, Europe
and Asia. The reason for choosing these four countries as a unit of comparison is;
High human development index and unique educational management of the
United States, research-based educational standards and the International Center
for Educational Reform of the United Kingdom, advanced education system and
permanent presence of Japan at the top of the ranking of world educational
achievements, and development and growth in Malaysia and its cultural and
religious proximity to Iran.

The collection of data is through e-mail and telephone interviews (for explanation
and clarification of data) with expert professors from the target countries, and
searching on global networks, scientific reports, libraries (documents), and
articles. The framework used is that of Bereday's that includes the four stages of
description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison (5). According to this
model, first the required information has been collected and interpreted from
reliable sources, then it is classified, and in the last stage, the differences and
similarities have been studied and compared (4).

Results

In physical education, comparative study includes the study and analysis of
educational systems of physical education according to the structure, goals,
methods, and achievements in the light of historical and philosophical attitudes
and the economic, political, historical, geographical, and religious factors and
forces. The social status of the countries under study is considered (6). Findings
showed that in general in the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan, and
Malaysia, various institutions, including colleges and universities (public and
private) are actively involved in training physical education teachers. In the
United States and the United Kingdom, school-based educational models are
school-oriented. In these four countries, the paths to becoming a physical
education teacher are varied and flexible, so that often each applicant has the
chance to get a teaching job in his/her field of interest. However, in Iran obtaining
a professional physical education teacher is possible only through taking the
national university entrance exam and entering Farhangian University.
Farhangian University is a mission-oriented university, which was established in
2012 with the approval of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution of Iran.
(c0)HSE)
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In each five countries under study, requirements have been set for entry into
teacher training courses. Due to the prevailing philosophy of the Iranian
educational system, moral-Islamic requirements are more emphasized than in
other countries. Among the countries under study, Iran is the only country whose
teachers do not have a teaching qualification. In the United States, the United
Kingdom, Japan, and Malaysia, teachers' salaries are higher than those of other
government employees, while in Iran they are not. In general, Iranian teachers
face major challenges and problems in their salaries and wages. It seems that the
unfavorable economic conditions and the unemployment problem in Iran have led
to the recruitment of volunteers who are not in a favorable position in terms of
scientific qualifications as well as their interest in teaching. Initial physical
education teachers in Iran are considered as government employees upon entering
teacher-training courses while in other selected countries, obtaining a certificate
of teaching competence does not mean their employment. Therefore, it seems that
the approaches to selecting and employing initial physical education teachers in
Iran need to be seriously reviewed.

Conclusion

This study suggested some solutions including considering different paths for the
training of primary school physical education teachers, explaining the processes
of awarding teaching qualification certificates, paying more attention to teaching
skills and evaluations in real conditions, upgrading the hardware and software
facilities for primary school teachers, improving the economic and living
conditions of teachers, and benefiting from the permanent employment of primary
school teachers and the boarding conditions of Farhangian University as an
opportunity.

Keywords: Selection, Employment, Comparative Study, Primary School
Physical Education Teacher
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