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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of qualitative modeling of basketball sports talent
identification on the logic of hidden content analysis. The research method to qualitatively and
centrally apply to centralization can be the foundation .To collect the data ,a semi-structured interview
method was used .The statistical population of the study consisted of all professors and specialists in
the field of sports management and talent identification ,as well as executive managers in the field of
talent identification in the Ministry of Sports and Youth and the Basketball Federation of Iran .The
sampling method was targeted and snowball .For data analysis ,the initial ,axial and selective coding
process was used using MAXQDA  software. The results showed that in data analysis using open
coding technique, 452 initial concepts were identified. By categorizing these concepts, 19 concepts
regarding the definition of talent development in Iranian basketball, causal factors (5 categories),
background conditions (5 categories), there are intervening conditions (5 categories) in the realization
of the talent identification system in Iranian basketball. Also, 8 strategies (motivational, technical,
legal, managerial, strategic, equipment, structural and educational strategies) will be identified and 3
consequences (organizational, social and ideal consequences) will be identified. Based on the paradigm
model of improving the talent identification system in Iranian basketball and paying special attention
to the categories and indicators mentioned, it is possible to help the development of the country’s
basketball field.
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Abstract

Background and purpose

The purpose of this study is to provide a qualitative model for talent identification of
Iranian basketball. In order to achieve international sport success, many countries have
adopted and developed systematic programs of talent identification and development,
to maximize the ability of their athletes (Abbott and Collins, 2004 : 396). Therefore,
identifying important categories of talent identification for success in sports is important
and crucial (Nouri and Sadeghi, 2018: 388). Talent is a popular topic for researchers.
In the last 25 years, 2,500 articles on talent (or talent-related) have been written all
over the world (Johnston et al., 2018 : 98). Many researches have been written about the
concept of talent identification in sports, but still the researches on the concepts of talent
identification are not sufficient qualitatively (Doham et al., 2017: 135). Addressing the
issue of talent identification in sports requires a complex method in all aspects of talent
identification (Baker and White, 2018 : 2). The present study seeks to identify the factors
affecting the comprehensive system of talent identification in Iranian basketball and
explain the strategies and consequences of talent identification in Iranian basketball.

Methodology:

The research method is qualitative, using grounded theory. Semi-structured interview was
used to collect data. In the qualitative approach of this research, hidden content analysis
was used. The data format in this part of the research is audio and text. The statistical
population of the study includes professors and experts in the field of sports management
and talent identification, as well as executive managers in the field of talent identification
in the Ministry of Sports and Youth and the Basketball Federation of Iran. The sampling
method applied is snowball. Finally, 23 experts in the field of sports management, executive
managers of the basketball federation, players and coaches, and national and international
referees were considered as the sample of the research. The researcher uses in-depth
interviews with the research sample in the qualitative section, in the format of audio and
text in order to open and axial coding. For this purpose, the researcher first identifies
the primary codes using descriptive and process coding methods and findes the axial
codes and categories that are called components. Indicators related to the factors which
affecting development of talent identification dimensions in Iranian basketball, outcomes,
strategies, Using the initial, axial and selective coding process and MAXQDA 18 software
was compiled in the form of Shanon frequency matrix and a qualitative model completed.

@ Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public License



139 Research on Educational Sport, Volume 9, No 25, 2022

Results:

After analyzing and fracturing the significant units, in the sections of factors affecting the
development oftalent in [ranian basketball 452 initial propositions with a frequency 0f 980
identified and during axial coding by categories derived from open coding, 26 categories,
including the central category, Causal, intervening, contextual conditions, strategies
and consequences are included. According to the results of, the content analysis of the
interviews conducted with the research experts, 5 main categories of the classification
of'the initial codes in the section of causal conditions of talent development in basketball,
including: facilities and equipment (new technologies, infrastructure and specialized
places and equipment) With a frequency of 47, the category of human resource activities
including( recruitment and employment, commitment of human resources, compensation
of services and training of human resources) with a total frequency of49, intelligence and
psychological factors including (intelligence factor, psychological factor) with a total
frequency 32, the category of anthropometric including sub-categories (anthropometric
requirements, anthropometric factors) with a total frequency of 87, and the main
category of exercise science including sub-categories (growth process, skill and physical
characteristics, organization of training , Personality and behavioral traits and methods
and principles of education) with a total frequency of 65 were explored and counted. In
this research, in the context conditions, 5 main categories including higher education
with a total frequency of 11, the federation including sub-categories (scientific activities,
supportive role, human resource activities, event and camp management, monitoring and
control, organization of Policy and strategy , principles and process, finance) with a total
frequency of 236, academies category(technical, financial and equipment measures,
policy and strategy, principles and process, human resource) with a total frequency of
99, category of inter-organizational relations in governmental institutions (stakeholder
services, interaction and inter-organizational communication, governmental support)
withatotal frequency of 34, education (talent identification strategies, teachers and human
resources, supportive role, strategy and policy, and facilities) with a total frequency of
82 were discovered and counted. In the intervening conditions section, there are 5 main
categories including value and attitude factors including sub-categories (governmental,
national attitude) with a total frequency of 22, family support with a total frequency of
11, legal factors with a total frequency of 6, stars and celebrities including (stars As an
evaluation scale, stars as a motivating factor (with a total frequency of 17) and the main
category of motivational factors including (personal, family, organizational motivations)
with a total frequency of 37 were discovered and counted. talent development strategies
in Iranian basketball, include the categories of motivational strategies with a frequency
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of 7, technical strategies with a frequency of 16, legal strategies with a frequency of 3,
management strategies with a frequency of 13, strategic strategies with a frequency of 16,
equipment strategies with a frequency of 5, structural strategies with a frequency of 6 and
educational strategies with a frequency of 6 were discovered and counted.

Discussion:

In conclusion and considering the developed model, we can understand the importance of

talent in basketball. Exploratory categories that have been discussed and explored through
research experts, beyond their position in the model and in different causal, contextual
and intervening conditions, can be considered in parallel by the authorities. qualitative
models after exploration are validated in a quantitative process, and, the categories will
emerge in a regular framework. The present study introduces this qualitative model to
the Basketball Federation of the Islamic Republic of Iran in order to take advantage of the
results in advancing its developmental goals, the Ministry of Sports and Youth and the
Islamic Republic of Iran also help this popular sport to increase success of our national
team, especially at the international level and in world and Olympic events. According to
the present study, the category of talent identification is a central category that includes
various processes such as talent development, talent discovering and talent identification.
In this research, all these categories are addressed. this is a comprehensive research in the
field of talent identification in basketball beyond the anthropometric, physiological, and
psychological topics. Therefore, the implementation of the current model will be very
important.
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