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Abstract

With the prevalence of football fever in different societies, false sensitivities towards this field have
been formed, which has led to some immorality and immorality among spectators, athletes and coaches;
Therefore, the purpose of this study was to investigate the immoral behaviors of Iranian Premier
League players using the Q research method. The present study is applied in terms of purpose; In terms
of exploratory nature; In terms of data collection, it is a descriptive-survey and due to the application
of Q methodology, it is mixed research. The statistical population was all veterans and football
elites of Iran, from which 24 people were selected as participants by a combination of purposeful
and non-probabilistic sampling and snowball sampling. Based on the findings and the results of Q
factor analysis, three factors were identified (Injury to players, Injury to the team and injury to the
community) that these three factors explained and covered about 57.20% of the variance. Accordingly,
in order of priority, the mental pattern of Injury to players was ranked first, Injury to the team was
ranked second, and injury to the community was ranked third. According to the results of the present
study, the occurrence of immoral behaviors by the country’s football players, especially prominent
players, causes harm to the players themselves, teams and society. It seems that the cost of immoral
and unprofessional behavior should be so high that the athlete does not even think of committing this

behavior.
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Extended Abstract

Background and purpose

Sport in general and football in particular are among the special fields in which the
importance and value of ethics is reflected. With the development of football and football
competitions in different countries, false emotions and sensitivities towards this field
have been formed; So that it has led to some immoral behaviors in spectators, athletes and
coaches (Mousavi & Salimi, 2016; 123; Raiat, Sajjadi, Rajabi & Raiat, 2020; 39). Iranian
football is also widely faced with the phenomenon of immorality and its consequences.
From the abusive treatment of players in front of people and dozens of TV cameras to the
abusive statements of famous coaches against each other, the obscenity of dissatisfied
spectators to referees, athletes and coaches, all show the occurrence of immoral behavior
in the country’s football (Shajie, KozeChian, Ehsani & Amiri, 2014; 3). Margins and
corruption among football players have become a pervasive challenge. Therefore, the
purpose of this study was to investigate the immoral behaviors of Iranian Premier League
players using the Q research method.

Materials and Methods: Based on the purpose and nature, the present study is of the
type of applied and exploratory research, in terms of data collection and information,
of the type of descriptive-exploratory research and according to the use of Q research
method, of the type of mixed research (qualitative- Is alittle). Due to the use of Q research
method, purposeful methods with small samples are used to select participants; Therefore,
in the present study in the interview section, among the former national and club players
who had experimental, scientific and research backgrounds in this field, seven people
were selected as the research sample. In the Q-phrase sorting section, 24 elite players
in the national teams and the Iranian Football Premier League were selected as research
participants. This selection was made with the help of a combination of purposive and
non-probabilistic sampling and snowball sampling. The tools used in this research can be
divided into qualitative and quantitative parts. In the qualitative part, through interviews
with interactive and participatory methods, and in the quantitative part, the Q diagram
was used to transfer the information obtained from the qualitative part with normal and
mandatory distribution. The face and content validity of the tool, which in the Q method
should rule on the comprehensiveness of Q statements and diagrams, was approved
by three sports management experts. Also, the measurers’ reliability method was used
to measure the reliability of Q charts and cards. Therefore, four scorers were asked to
complete the chart. The correlation coefficient of 0.79 indicates the reliability of the
correctors. Then, the data was final coded and written in the form of Q expressions on

@ Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public License



169 Research on Educational Sport, Volume 9, No 25, 2022

Q cards and provided to the participants. In the short section after sorting the phrases
by the research participants, the way of scoring each of the participants was recorded
by a specially designed form and the participants’ sorting data were entered in SPSS26
software.

Results : Based on the findings, three mental patterns related to behavioral injuries in
football players were identified. On this basis, the mental pattern of injury to the players
in the first place, injury to the team in the second place and injury to the community in the
third place. It is necessary to explain that the naming of mental patterns is based on the
method of naming and labeling the Q research method and based on the opinion of the
research team and the people who participated in this research.

Conclusion: In a general conclusion, it can be stated that the occurrence of immoral
behaviors by the country’s football players, especially prominent players, causes harm
to the players, teams and society. Occurrence of these behavioral abnormalities on the
part of players, due to overemphasis on winning or winning at any cost, gaining fame and
prioritizing economic interests in sports, attack and pressure from spectators, managers
and acquaintances to achieve the desired levels of Performing in competitions and not
emphasizing the spirits and origins of heroism and chivalry. It seems that the cost of
immoral and unprofessional behavior should be so high that the athlete does not even
think of committing this behavior. It seems that the cost of immoral behavior is low for
our athletes, who allow themselves to engage in such heinous behavior in front of the
cameras and the media, and that this behavior is probably accompanied by functions for
them instead of cost. The disciplinary committee of the clubs and the ethics committee
of the federation are responsible for designing a model to increase the cost of immoral
behavior, and if these behaviors are repeated, it means that the previous methods and
crimes have not been held accountable. Ethical requirements and expectations of
professional conduct are also clearly central to the players’ contracts. The contract of
professional players of prestigious clubs in the world has special clauses to oblige the
player to observe the norms and values emphasized by the club. An issue that has not yet
been included in the contracts of Iranian football players, despite numerous emphases.
Players have to be careful about what they do not know the details. The role of managers
and coaches in such incidents is also very important. They can play their preventive role
at the right time. Coaches and managers who are absent or silent in such situations are,
in fact, licensing such behavior. They and especially the coaches play the highest role in
this field; Finally, the media, which merely covers this event for thousands of fans around
the world, must realize the impact of this media action. They, too, should denounce this
behavior and present aggressive criticism, clarify their position on such behavior, and
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somehow mix their sense of concern with the content of the media, which, if they do not,
in fact confirm and propagate such behavior.

Keywords : Immoral Behaviors, Football Clubs, Football Players, Society.
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