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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop a model of factors affecting the migration of
students and graduates of sports sciences abroad. The present study was applied in terms
of purpose and descriptive-survey in terms of the research method. The statistical
population of this study consisted of all students and graduates of sports sciences in Iran
in all academic levels. 384 participants were selected through the simple random
sampling. Data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire consisting of 47 items,
the content validity of which was confirmed by eight experts in the field of sports
management and its reliability by Cronbach's alpha formula (r =0.96). To evaluate the
factor structure of the questionnaire, the exploratory factor analysis and the confirmatory
factor analysis, respectively were used using SPSS and AMOS statistical softwares.
Exploratory factor analysis led to the extraction of five main factors including welfare and
economic, social and cultural, occupational, political, and educational and research, which
respectively the highest and lowest variance related to the factors affecting the migration
of students and graduates of sports abroad were explained by the educational and research
factor (20.48 variance) and the political factor (6.06 variance). In addition, the results of
confirmatory factor analysis showed that the heuristic model in this study has an
acceptable fit. It must be acknowledged that although attractions abroad are beyond the
will of domestic planners, domestic factors are in the hands of regimes and governments.
Therefore, it is suggested that welfare and economic, social, cultural, political,
occupational, educational and research conditions be improved so that the material and
spiritual damages caused by the migration of educated human resources in the field of
physical education and sports sciences can be less for our country.
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Extended Abstract

Background and purpose

There are lots of studies on the statistics of university student and graduates’
immigration but the effective factors, motivations and decision-making process
have been rarely considered (1). Therefore, the precise research on the university
educated youth’s immigration is of great importance due to the investment on
skillful human resource education and lack of their employment in domestic
business resulting in economics loss (2). This study can unveil the effective
factors, make novel insights and provide assistance to the government to solve the
immigration problem (3). The researcher tries to develop a model of factors
affecting the international migration of students and graduates of sports sciences.

Materials and Methods

The present study was an applied research in terms of purpose. and considering
data collection, it was a descriptive survey. At the first step, to identify effective
criteria and indices on the university students’ and graduates’ migration, the desk
study was conducted. Then, a comparative analysis was done to categorize the
criteria and indices. Finally, an unstructured questionnaire was used to examine
the university students’ and graduates’ attitudes towards the international
immigration. The statistical population included all the university students and
graduates in different sport sciences fields. The participants included 384
individuals who were selected through the simple random sampling. The 5-
point Likert scale unstructured questionnaire had 47 items and five scales
(economical and welfare factor, social and cultural factor, political factor,
occupational factor, and research and educational factor). The eight sport
management professors checked the content validity and the final version was
modified. A pilot study of 30 participants was administered to measure reliability,
which the value of Cronbach's alpha equaled 0.96. To evaluate the factor structure
of the questionnaire, both EFA and CFA were calculated through AMOS and
SPSS softwares.

Findings

The descriptive results showed that the majority of respondents have thought to
immigrate (89.1%) and almost 82.3% agreed to immigrate. Among those who
agreed to immigrate, 56.3% of them preferred the Europe continent, 29.4% the
America continent, 8.3% the Asia continent and 6% the Oceania continent.
Furthermore, EFA was used to confirm the construct validity. At the first phase
of EFA, Bartlett's test and KMO were applied. There were 47 items with one
variance. First factor (research and education) owned 20.48 variances out of 47.
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Second factor (occupation) owned 6.15 variances of the rest; compared to 47
variances, its variance percent was 13.09%. Third factor (social-cultural) was
7.67%, forth (economics-welfare) was 6.59%, and fifth factor (political) was
6.06%. Therefore, the EFA introduced five factors including economical and
welfare factor, social and cultural factor, political factor, occupational factor, and
research and educational factor. Considering EFA, the components and items
were reassessed. In general, EFA’s indices and outputs as well as components and
items considering the factor loading of critical values of factors confirmed the
validity of extracted components to examine the university students’ and
graduates’ attitudes towards the migration.

Conclusion

Considering the results, lack of attention to economical and welfare factor, social
and cultural factor, political factor, occupational factor and educational and
research factor leads to university graduates’ migration. This process causes the
significant demographic, social, cultural, and economical changes in the country
of departure and arrival. According to the statistics, Iran is one of countries with
high demand of migration (4). We need to provide regular statistics of required
internal professions, reasons of the educated people’s immigration and their
obstacles to stay in the country. The findings of present study can be beneficial
especially for sport sciences students. If the economical and welfare factor, social
and cultural factor, political factor, and occupational factor and educational and
research factor are considered, it can be possible to conserve human capital.
Although the foreign countries’ attractiveness is far from the domestic planners’
will, the internal powers/factors is in the politician’s authority. Therefore, it is
suggested to develop the current conditions to decrease the financial and spiritual
loss due to migration.
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