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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Educational sports are a cornerstone of sports development, playing a critical role in fostering healthy
habits and physical activity among youth (Fernandez-Martinez et al., 2020). In Iraq, however,
educational sports face significant challenges due to a combination of factors, including war,
economic crises, international sanctions, and security issues. These challenges have hindered the
proper development of educational sports, making it essential to identify key drivers that can shape
its future.

Educational sports involve activities organized by educational institutions to promote physical fitness,
teamwork, and healthy lifestyles. These activities are not only vital for physical health but also
contribute to mental well-being and social development (Shahvali Kohshouri et al., 2021). Despite
their importance, educational sports in Iraq have been neglected due to the country’s turbulent
political and economic environment. To address these issues, this study aims to identify the key
drivers influencing the future of educational sports in Iraq by 2033.

The study adopts a comprehensive approach, examining Political, Economic, Social, Technological,
Environmental, and Legal (PESTLE) factors that could impact the development of educational sports.
By understanding these drivers, policymakers and stakeholders can develop strategies to overcome
existing challenges and ensure the sustainable growth of educational sports in Iraq.
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Methodology

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative techniques to
achieve its objectives. From a foundational perspective, the study is interpretive; from a level
perspective, it is country-wide; and from a research approach perspective, it is inductive. The study
is normative-observatory in nature and was conducted in three steps.

Participants

The participants included stakeholders in Iraqi educational sports, such as university professors,
teachers, students, and pupils. A purposive sampling method was used to select 20 individuals based
on their expertise. In the second and third steps of the study, 14 participants with systematic and
strategic insights were selected for further analysis.

Data Collection

Data were collected through structured interviews and questionnaires. The interview questions were
designed to align with the research objectives, while the questionnaire was developed based on
qualitative information gathered during the interviews. The questionnaire used a 4-point scoring
system (0 = no impact, 1 = low impact, 2 = moderate impact, 3 = high impact) to assess the influence
of various factors.

Data Analysis

Thematic analysis was used to identify PESTLE factors, while structural analysis using MicMac
software was employed to determine the importance and uncertainty of these factors. The study also
used Lincoln and Guba’s (1985) criteria for evaluating qualitative research, including credibility,
transferability, dependability, and confirmability.

Results
The study identified 71 influential factors shaping the future of educational sports in Iraq by 2033.
These factors were categorized into six PESTLE dimensions:
1. Political Factors:
o Political stability in the country
o International communications and sanctions
o Government-private sector cooperation
o Influence of national sports organizations in international forums
2. Economic Factors:
o Government sports budget
o Investment in student sports
o Infrastructure development
o GDP per capita
3. Social Factors:
o Urbanization and metropolitan living
o Societal attitudes toward sports
o Media coverage of student sports
o Family and social support for sports
4. Technological Factors:
o Technology penetration rate in Iraq
o Use of artificial intelligence and virtual reality in sports
o Digitization and online education
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5. Environmental Factors:
o Environmental changes and global warming
o Health levels and environmental discourse in Iraq
o Threats to environmental sports
6. Legal Factors:
o Government support for educational sports
o Anti-corruption laws
o Alignment with international laws and programs
The uncertainty and importance of each factor were assessed using a scoring system, with respondents
rating each factor from 0 to 10. Sixteen factors with high importance and uncertainty were selected
for further analysis. These included political stability, international sanctions, urbanization, and Iraq’s
economic growth rate.
Using MicMac software, the study conducted an interaction effects analysis to determine the
relationships between these factors. The results revealed that political stability, international
sanctions, and urbanization are critical drivers of educational sports in Iraq. Additionally, variables
such as Iraq’s economic growth rate, technology penetration, and environmental discourse status were
identified as two-way risk and objective variables.

Discussion

The findings highlight the complexity of developing educational sports in Iraq and underscore the
need for strategic planning to address the identified drivers. Political stability and international
sanctions emerged as the most influential factors, indicating that a stable political environment and
positive international relations are essential for the growth of educational sports.

Economic factors, such as investment in student sports and infrastructure development, also play a
crucial role. Without adequate financial resources, it will be challenging to improve the quality of
educational sports programs. Similarly, technological advancements, such as the use of artificial
intelligence and virtual reality, can enhance the delivery of sports education and make it more
accessible to students.

Social factors, including urbanization and societal attitudes toward sports, further complicate the
landscape. Urbanization can lead to increased participation in sports, but it also poses challenges
related to resource allocation and infrastructure development. Societal attitudes, particularly toward
female sports, must also be addressed to ensure inclusivity and equality in educational sports.
Environmental and legal factors, while less prominent, cannot be ignored. Environmental changes
and global warming may impact the availability of sports facilities, while supportive legal frameworks
are necessary to ensure the sustainability of educational sports programs.

Conclusion

This study provides a comprehensive understanding of the key drivers influencing the future of
educational sports in Iraq. By addressing these drivers, policymakers and stakeholders can develop
effective strategies to overcome existing challenges and ensure the sustainable growth of educational
sports by 2033. The findings emphasize the need for political stability, economic investment,
technological advancements, and social inclusivity to achieve this goal.
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Article Message

This study provides a comprehensive understanding of the key drivers affecting the future of
scholastic sports in Iraq. By addressing these drivers, policymakers and stakeholders can develop
effective strategies to overcome existing challenges and ensure the sustainable growth of scholastic
sports by 2033. The findings emphasize the need for political stability, increased economic growth,
technological advancements, and a focus on lifestyle and the state of environmental discourse in the
country of Iraq to achieve this goal.
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Table 3- Factors affecting the future of educational sports in Iraq in the horizon of 2033
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Table 4- Evaluation of the importance and uncertainty of factors affecting the future of educational
sports in Iraq in the horizon of 2033
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Table 4- Evaluation of the importance and uncertainty of factors affecting the future of educational
sports in Iraq in the horizon of 2033
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Table 4- Evaluation of the importance and uncertainty of factors affecting the future of educational
sports in Iraq in the horizon of 2033

o ST oeSile Cushieas Comsl Jale

DRy 8.21 8.21 8.21 S 03 5 s slacyle>
S, 5.64 5.64 5.64 D339 Slyye g oilgd 50 (55900 SIS 59 4 a8
5 5.68 5.71 5.64 B339 ke 5 oullsd 4 gty
5 5.54 5.50 5.57 SNl slalig 5 (el 13 Cgan oBjsel Sl
5 5.61 5.57 5.64 sabe Golss sl
5 5.75 5.64 5.86 L5593l smler ouilss

Sy 8.25 8.21 8.29 055 el S1y0 i 0¥ S8 Slo s, Sen 5 (Sialesn
5 6.04 6.43 5.64 a2 iy (sloy5aS 3l Bsi> (5l S
3 6.29 6.57 6.00 3ld 035,103l opulyd
9y 6.29 6.57 6.00 lhelliys gloacl 5 il b (o gune

A8 Jelo SoSan Laazme 53 bl Sl Sl B9, 5l 5500 b ol il (slaas i (gl pgms ol o
oolizl (Wlodgs Lidgi Eso3e ;0 e Joloe sonmen a5) Lasli V& ol VExVF slul 4y o ile 51 jslaie (sl
59 dnmslne ulis 09 (asuis im0 (e Laly 5 5yl o 5,080 Som ) o] 51 Spm Comdg b s
lyls alaly AY ous Sl 8l 5 8 3T alal) VWY gaame 5l aS ols (Las 18V 8 L ke ,o baosls 25 > 90
o abad; £+ 5 (lagio (R0 Y sl slylo el Y4 oS 300V (o)1 sl alad, VE G (y900) i (55
0aiSTy 5 o) bns 230 51 lis a5 0g ZAVIOY iy e le (Sodp o pd Crioman ol (Ml (5 )OS 5D ¥ 33|
piY (Sabang 9 Sumslhas sl slosls (2252 jlgo b aS ol (Lid puditns  Sle Congllas 4z )3 Grizren CuBls Jalge
ooy el o (3155 bl BT Jolo s yile (slaygis 5 o jlaws sluel ggazee (@) Jgazr 50 i 1o )55 5

o 52 ol oy o s 3 63830 en SLES Unha ggore alolize BT Jolow

Eblite BT Jalord (s yilo (sl ygius 9 o b Sltol Egazno -0 Jour
Table 5- The total score of the rows and columns of the matrix of the analysis of cross effects
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Table 5- The total score of the rows and columns of the matrix of the analysis of cross effects
Ogw slacl & gozxo Gy olacl & goxo Jole Ko,
40 28 S gt (Swj S Var08
27 16 S5 4 sl Gljee Var(09
19 27 S el S g Pt s Varl0
27 29 8lye 534S )0 (5,58 S5ai o0 Varll
15 15 Gy jlarzme by 155l SIS Varl2
28 26 e 59aS 5o aedans ) GleliS Consg Varl3
18 19 sheeCan 5 Ol Varl4
16 9 S s il e slacale Varl5
11 13 0 S oS STye (e 03 (S5 Slas e g (Salen Varl6
332 332 Egome

Lot pabiane g_)‘)..u;b o ple yo L:aOT CoxBge s d>gi ‘_Sl.ol Gl i 31 SOy g g s (V) I 0 dalsl o
Sl pn SO sy ko (IS ebas ( SaiSTy ool ol o) 2 i 6)&%):*3%/6)‘3?):5[5 ALE lgie

’ g sl ),u-l

\);5): ST

P

q

q

ot Bt g S e LA

312 S gl ul) 2 )

Q
3l s s »'—-‘:-..sﬁ'»‘—rr'

12 oS gugl i e

30 555 3 o i iy |

g

q
uu,,f.,m-;1,;1¢;§l_,',\3_5:a_5,L£.a,_,§uxa|

|_5.’-,vr‘ A B 2 g e

U B ¢l p b Sun

Q

39 U8 f 5 S

A i) P e Sl

YoXY G150 31y 598 (S y¥ (529 ol 1 g Jalge o 1yl i ) Y
Figure 1- Map of the direct effects of factors affecting the future of educational sports in Iraq in the
horizon of 2033
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Figure 2- The diagram of the intensity of the relationship in the direct influence of the variables (at the
75% level)
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Figure 3- The diagram of the intensity of the relationship in the indirect influence of the variables (at
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Table 6- Key drivers for the future of educational sports in Iraq in the horizon of 2033
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