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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

In contemporary organizational practice, significant resources are devoted to the identification of
talent, a process defined as the recognition of individuals who possess the potential to excel in sports
(Williams et al., 2020, p. 1). However, the realization of success in sports transcends the mere
selection of talented individuals; it requires considerable investment at both the individual and
environmental levels, as innate talent alone is insufficient to guarantee achievement (Emiles, Butt, &
Maynard, 2016, p. 158). The advancement of sports and physical education is widely acknowledged
as a fundamental element of socio-economic development within any society, underscoring the
critical importance of implementing strategic programs in this domain (Saminia, 2015, p. 18). Within
Iran, a variety of organizations—including sports federations, clubs, the Ministry of Sports and
Youth, the Ministry of Education, the Basij Sports Organization, and various sports boards—are
actively engaged in talent identification efforts. Despite this involvement, there remains a notable
absence of targeted solutions specifically designed to address developmental activities in this area.
Moreover, the existing body of research predominantly utilizes quantitative methodologies, which
have proven inadequate in providing comprehensive qualitative solutions. This lacuna highlights the
pressing need for holistic strategies aimed at sports talent identification, which would serve to unify
the disparate efforts of involved institutions, prevent the inefficient allocation of resources, and
ultimately enhance both the quantity and quality of sports development in Iran. Against this backdrop,
the present study endeavors to investigate the solutions for advancing talent identification in
children’s sports through an educational sports framework.

®®© Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the
terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license
BY NC ND

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


mailto:mh.abdollahi@shirazu.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3803-2994
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-5197-8856
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0003-1294-6023
https://res.ssrc.ac.ir/

Exploring Ways to Develop Talent in Children's Sports... 102

Methods

The research methodology adopted in this study is qualitative in nature, employing thematic analysis
as arobust and widely accepted approach for the analysis of qualitative data. This method is grounded
in inductive reasoning, allowing findings to emerge organically from both the researcher’s objectives
and the systematic examination of the collected data (Mohammadpour, 2018). The study population
comprises professors specializing in physical education and sports sciences at Iranian universities,
with particular emphasis on those engaged in sports management and motor behavior research, each
having contributed at least two scholarly publications on the subject. In addition, the study includes
education specialists with a minimum of five years of continuous experience working with children,
public sports elites such as officials from children’s sports associations, and individuals actively
involved in educational and public sports as well as talent identification. Data collection was
conducted through semi-structured interviews, providing an avenue for in-depth exploration of
participants’ perspectives and experiences. The sampling strategy was purposive, ensuring that all
participants possessed the requisite expertise and relevant experience. Sampling continued until
theoretical saturation was reached, indicating that no novel themes or insights were forthcoming from
additional interviews.

Findings

The comprehensive analysis of interview data yielded an initial set of fifty-three concepts related to
talent identification in children’s sports. These concepts were subsequently refined and synthesized
into sixteen more abstract sub-themes, which enhanced coherence and facilitated a deeper level of
analysis and interpretation. Upon further examination, these sixteen sub-themes were integrated into
six overarching thematic categories. The first category pertains to formal aspects, encompassing
institutional frameworks and policies that govern talent identification. The second category relates to
educational dimensions, including training programs and curricula designed for coaches and
educators. The third category addresses support and standardization, focusing on the provision of
resources and the establishment of guidelines to ensure consistent and effective talent identification
practices. The fourth category involves social factors, highlighting the role of community
involvement and prevailing societal attitudes toward sports. The fifth category encompasses
capitalistic considerations, reflecting the importance of financial investments and economic factors
in talent development. The final category concerns advertising, emphasizing the significance of
promotion and awareness campaigns aimed at enhancing talent identification initiatives. Collectively,
these themes illustrate the multifaceted nature of talent development in children, integrating social,
scientific, cultural, and educational components. The findings underscore the necessity of adopting a
holistic approach to talent identification, one that synthesizes these diverse factors into a unified and
comprehensive developmental framework.

Discussion

The results of the study emphasize the critical need for a comprehensive and collaborative approach
to talent identification within children’s sports. It is imperative that facilitators and coaches acquire
familiarity with the most current and effective methods of talent identification, with such knowledge
serving as a key criterion in their professional evaluation. Equally important is the need to adequately
inform families regarding the methodologies, processes, and anticipated outcomes of talent
identification, thereby ensuring their active engagement and support throughout the process. One
promising strategy for generating high-quality educational content on this topic involves convening
the various stakeholders involved in children’s talent development. Through workshops, seminars,
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and collaborative platforms, knowledge exchange can be facilitated, and innovative solutions can be
developed. It is incumbent upon the Ministry of Sports and Youth, along with its affiliated
organizations, to accord priority to the implementation of the solutions identified in this study. The
findings clearly indicate that a unidimensional approach to talent identification is insufficient; rather,
a comprehensive, umbrella-like framework that integrates the identified factors is essential for
achieving meaningful and sustainable outcomes.

Conclusion

The advancement of talent identification in children’s sports necessitates a multifaceted strategy that
addresses formal institutional policies, educational programs, social engagement, economic
investment, and promotional activities. By embracing the solutions proposed in this research, Iran is
positioned to establish a robust and sustainable framework for talent identification, thereby fostering
the development of future athletes and contributing significantly to the nation’s socio-economic
advancement. In light of the study’s findings, several recommendations are proposed to facilitate this
objective. The establishment of provincial talent identification centers, staffed by physical education
specialists and graduates, would enable scientific monitoring and nurturing of children’s athletic
potential across diverse disciplines. Enhancing media coverage through the Iranian Broadcasting
Corporation’s prioritization of children’s sports and talent development programming would raise
public awareness and support. Promoting collaboration among educators, coaches, policymakers, and
other stakeholders is critical for the development and implementation of comprehensive talent
identification strategies. Providing ongoing professional development for coaches and facilitators
regarding the latest identification methodologies is essential to maintain high standards of practice.
Finally, engaging families through education about the importance of talent identification and
involving them actively in the process will strengthen the support network necessary for successful
talent development. The implementation of these recommendations will enable Iran to construct a
sustainable and effective system for talent identification in children’s sports, ensuring the discovery
and cultivation of future champions.

Keywords: Talent identification, children’s sports, educational sports, thematic analysis, Iran

Article Message

Targeted talent identification in children’s sports not only facilitates the emergence of national
champions but also generates significant positive economic and social impacts by creating
employment opportunities and reducing healthcare costs associated with physical inactivity. By
identifying and nurturing sports talents from an early age, it is possible to cultivate a healthier, more
active, and more productive generation, thereby making a substantial contribution toward the
sustainable development of the country.
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Table 2- Demographic information of the participants in the interviews
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Table 3- Findings from the coding of strategies for the development of children's sports training

b, al,
sl . . .
Lol =55 e Lo
5 &S el 35150 b Jolus
. ERRAED
) <P

Slhbes sloasbnn g asbidn (905
ol

plzes 1o Wloys Jl 4y b L
3l H5iS (6,138 g8 S, &S
Togd Cumo (555 Slasial

YO o)lod AV 0590 NFeY Lol ( sy 9359 )0 dg R



0,09y b 50g5 (59 30 (L dlarinml axwgi b ISl (gls

OB0s5 (459 llaninl arwgi b, Sal) 5,055 5l Jol> glaasl -Y Jgur
Table 3- Findings from the coding of strategies for the development of children's sports training

,Sal,
=2 s el aelao (o
ko b
laslein @)y onilsd b)) P10
6>3Lol
ol Sip o b e Sl 4
.. Pra> & (o855 slaplele
yyreeslainl glojle Ko 3 (g5lwosly P1, P12, - L
o s P16 5L S Ghem 5 Gh)se!
e oL, 5 4ty plowl gu
Slojlw 0y 9,9 bolaxiul Ceow
s ogatys Slosle Jlislo g0 P9
Shygn 9 Shigel o holaxtal
calin 5 slolis cloanl ojlaclas
’ P8, P11
Slasxwl
3l 8y oolgil> 5l s ks
5 bl a5 laodlsils ijg0] P12, P13, 4 aBle o0 Sy bl
bolaaial slats, P15 Syl ol e g wil o
} ails oo oL oljuelys (sl
ek 1 ab> o laoslgls bjgel
@S a0 laoslgls o590
’ ’ P1,P7,P9
PRSI
drwgi 0970 390,30 oslgil> u‘;‘;',ﬂ
e ’ P6, P10
Olsy,8 slasral
oy b aS e (o0 e
Sholaxtal 5loye ojgel P17, P11 @ conl el ble gbolaaral
(| o o@wéyéljb
e Ol G2j9e! ) L
O32yaeb g Glpae G330 P2, P4, P12
Loty oylo KCIESR Ly,
O O R SO 0 9 (2R
ST ey P1,P2, P8
Sloal
o P11, P12
OIS Gle ps 5 bl (gl lgie gy P’14 ’
5 0kye Sl 39l Slyoe wlgs
°© ’ P15, P17
b slasul o e
e Sy Slr S O o (70
lp (2555 (sages Slalyine Wy P13, PI, als gaiiane By« ydlaninl
Olass,8 g lasolgils P11 5 Ggl caaay g Wooslgils &y oS
LS i el Lo S
clie oloizl Coadge (o 5luais;
e P12, P13
Asis 0,81 gl
Lot 5l 2 e Sl s OS5 (e P1, P16, lp adly axsls 0l b (050
o laails, P17 w3 sloy) slabsy 5l oSy 5,8

YO o)lod AV 0,90 NP lawsl ( Souyd (h3)9 50 LdgR



OlyKo2 9  gumdly

OU395 (9353 blaninl anwgi b )l 6,10505 51 Jool> sboadl -F Jgur
Table 3- Findings from the coding of strategies for the development of children's sports training

9 Oyl 4 az gl

obes

S5k sl 4 S35 Glul gy

=299

b, I,
sl - . Sl
=5 s el aelao (o
kol aslao
5o Sholasiwl by e yololas
bl
b conlize yloz @51) o S5 o i
’ P11, P12
[EXPP LIRS
Coles oolgls slacl ol e 5 o0l P3, P5
. 055 slacl 5 pliwgs (oalyem 5 0l
I b P12, P16
Fets o
2050 slagSl a4y 5055 adan
i . Jeo b wilazd, |y s ol as
o8l g UgmSig (ool pem gl P10, P11, g 4z 105,10 5L ks oy
) . 2 Az 10,10 jlo i )
oozl g (53,9 13551 P9 e e
Sl gl cpl b dsal> o a5
b el
Sl sloles e (s5kus st q
P
Slaxiwlb
o3l iz Uy g s st
T P13, P17
Slaxiwlb
SIS el 50 a5 59 e
o B 900 5 &5 )l jommeansl 3
D L3I s Jlye (63l i sl Ly
ol s s il .
5 <5 L slaghy, T S P4, P7 S S o
slawtwll b Gobate g S (pgus bslaseal
holasal < .
Sl Shs g anlr slayss)|
Bk S5l
S8l 6,5 Ul po (sl st
’ o P2, P15
Slawiwlb
b5 Dl (50 Jailinl dangs PS5, P6, P8
5 Ol a0 drwgs oolatul 5 (5,088 1 s 3l P13, P10,
Gl o st
LIS 559 Dl g oSl 3l aige P11
Ol gmoytms sl sl ol P1, P4, P14,
B399 Oleye 5 Sl & Y58 P16
Az g5 SVl slolosle g
O359 axmgi ol ol P12, P10, 3S1he 5 bolSily o Slas 4 S
P17,P1 b iy B8 5 ol slasi!

il il Wlo g, isu ol o

P3, PS5, P16,
P14

YO o)lod AV 0590 NFeY Lol ( sy 9359 )0 dg R




"m

0,09y b 50g5 (59 30 (L dlarinml axwgi b ISl (gls

OB0s5 (459 llaninl arwgi b, Sal) 5,055 5l Jol> glaasl -Y Jgur
Table 3- Findings from the coding of strategies for the development of children's sports training

b,

s i o
S
kol
sloxz! @ eles
aa Sy @Lﬂ
< sl
ails, g olls

o b 5555 10 Ll )

ol b (58559 ST e il
sleudles 5 slaslayg, 4 drel> addle
3]

Slasiwl aly 5 53,9 4 oslgls addle

O3 (559

Coodl p dsal> jLudl ales s 38le3

337

539 4 S 03lgils ST 28

009 Dbl g LS Gog o yiws 5o
2509 pole 5 GRS o5 s 5

3 3890 sl et Dl x5l eolatl

bolasiul ae;

Gl b slaslyg, Gids

SEep (D355 slaslys, Liby

5 005 (559 Gindsy (o ol
B oss

S855 2 85,5 0, Slee Sledbl s

P1

P14, P15,
P16

P1,P3,P8

P11, P12

P7, P9, P10,
P13

P2, P8, P10

P4, P6, P12
P10, P11,
P15

P13, P17

P1, P5, P9

P3, P7, P9

P13

PS5, P14,
P15

1y bl a5 o9 3 bjgal
oasS bl Wb g oS o 55k
A e e slapleshe b Jabs

sl sblasal

Olyeds 55 ()9 Lo anelr 251
o I S5 Syl Sy
e g5y pls el (6 skax
Calas ()9 Croms 4 350055 )3
G509 OLbdgF (g S
03,5 5T 5, Laoolyils jaix Lo
S wb Segdge (nl 4 S

ot 53

Sl adlanngs sloysis o
5555 yi5 35 canslio 055 S|
w9 olml loz (> g Olezgi 5
b Ly o)l5e dayysd sbaplejle
il sloailo, ;3 1, laog,5 ol
S ol g 50 g daes ge Hiules

At coslin Kin 8

YO o)lod AV 0,90 NP lawsl ( Souyd (h3)9 50 LdgR




Oy o Samdlyl

ny

0B85 ()9 llarinw! drwgi’ b)) (5,13505 51 Juol> glaaidl Y Jguxr

Table 3- Findings from the coding of strategies for the development of children's sports training

b,
=P sl peplio a>lao oo
kol aslao
@ alizee slooly 9 sloglejln colan
SeTe P2, P6, P11
0309
1 Kin b OS85 3 i 58 —
axel> 3o
Slp H50sS o yo Ggi 5 ol
r2 o 95u )-dws)w P9,P10
OS5 U9
S8 s g, (255 el Lo D3
A _ B P11, P13, ol Foo 3,5 0 N 5 maoldoe
By OS5, 5l 55N P15. Pl - )
] =359 6N Yy o
.o)L.\.? Ty Gf""b"'
b b o slagl)] o s
5 555 5 5 65 Aleym il P1, P2, P6 oTER I OEESS £
laslo s Fo sl Jlo el sl 2 0>
FUWIRUWONY|
s obolaxinl sloolSol 33l
e P P7, P4, P17
Lo oyl
&N ey @'\ialq:.:_»l sloasis sl! P10, P11
ahises o Calom 5 I S5
Ay g alS glp B mle plas P1, P7, P9, il adei s pbolaxal 5l
slaszwl P16 S o e () o A1 g gy
5 shisal 5505 plasle S el
00 e )S)“Bu ) J P14,P17

P9 e

el oo )l G585S 5359 oblasinl drng sl ol ) Soles asss iz ol jo

YO o)lod AV 0590 NFeY Lol ( sy 9359 )0 dg R




ny 0,09y b 50g5 (59 30 (L dlarinml axwgi b ISl (gls

blfa_'f s TY) .‘hﬂ*’ Ans oF ‘hﬂ)

wrlezmt gl 3kttt Saples - sl oy Sl
EOlalal aalgilés 83 gal Barbetigtemns [ oy SSU Ll
2SIk sla ghet
S | igtteslind S |
S5 5 GAlST Olemme A30el Sl SOl i
whlpen g dgl
_'J-" ads _._h'al;.hnl A g3 _‘_5_,11.15 wlo
LSl 4 gt
lty

o9 i elwlp OB0g5 ()9 (plluinl arwgi sla, Bl STl alddi -) JSb
Figure 1- Thematic map of strategies for the development of children's sports training based on the
results of the research
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